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The Word of the Lord from 1 Thessalonians 3(:12-13): “May the Lord make you increase and 

abound in love for one another and for all, as we do for you, so that He may establish your hearts 
blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all His saints.” 

 
This is the Word of the Lord. 

 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 

 

You‟ll hear it more than once. You‟re in a friendly conversation with somebody, talking about this 
and that. The talk shifts to religion and church, and you mention worship. The other shifts uncomfortably, 

smiles and says, “I don‟t really go to church that much. After all, I‟m a good person.” 
 

It‟s a curious thing to me that they look sort of pained when they say that they are good. 

Perhaps, in my case, it‟s because they know that as a pastor I‟m pretty big on church attendance, so they 
figure their claim to goodness isn‟t going to meet with my approval. But it still leaves the question 

hanging: “If you‟re comfortable with how good you are, why are you uncomfortable telling me?” 
 

Actually, the more important question is, “Are you good enough?” You and I know that the 
answer is no, because all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. But bear with me for a moment. 

When people say they are good, they‟re usually making a moral statement—not a theological one. In 

other words, they believe there is such a thing as goodness, and they‟re doing their best to attain it. But 
ideals are both good and haunting: while it is a good thing to strive after good, how good is “good 

enough”? In day-to-day life, “good enough” is what we have to settle for. You‟ve devoted some good 
time to studying for your exam: but have your attempts been good enough, or did the clock‟s sweeping 

hand deprive you or adequate preparation? You‟ve done good, helping your neighbor; but have you 

helped enough neighbors who are in need? You‟ve done well in your profession, enough to make 
progress up the ladder: but could you have gone farther? Have you done good enough? 

 
My point is this: when we are speaking to non-Christians who are striving to be good, I don‟t 

think it‟s profitable to say, “No, you‟re not.” I think that those who strive to be good honestly understand 

that the ideal of goodness lies beyond their reach; and I think that a far better response is, “I‟m happy 
you take goodness seriously, and I wish more did. But let me ask you this: are you good enough?” That 

will likely lead to a more profitable conversation. 
 

There‟s something else that we need to make clear as we share the faith with others: Christianity 
is not about being good. Christianity is about being blameless—blameless before God. 

 

Be blameless. That‟s all the marbles. Christ is coming back, says St. Paul in our text; and when 
He appears in glory, you want to be blameless in holiness before Him. You don‟t want to strive for “good 

enough:” that will fall short on Judgment Day; and in the meantime it will give you no certain comfort of 
salvation. You want to be found blameless. You want to be holy in the eyes of God. If you‟re blameless 

and holy, then you have no fear of judgment—for you have no blame or unholiness to be judged for. If 

you‟re blameless and holy, then you‟re sure that heaven is yours.  
 

When Paul wrote this letter to the Christians in Thessalonica, he didn‟t bid them to be good. He 
prayed that they would be blameless. Read through the rest of this short epistle, and you‟ll know that 

Paul was anguishing about this from a distance—so much so that he had difficulty functioning as an 
apostle until he heard how they were doing (3:5); and that he earnestly desired to see them face to face. 



You‟ll also know why Paul anguished so: the Thessalonians had been under persecution for their faith. 

Paul had been with them, planting the Word among these very new Christians; but then he‟d been torn 
away from them (2:17) before he was satisfied that his work was done. In the meantime, those 

Christians had suffered, and suffered dearly; and far away, Paul could only wait and pray, and wonder if 
they had remained in the faith. Persecution will do one of two things to a Christian: it will either 

strengthen his faith as it confirms the sinfulness of man and the faithfulness of God, or it will destroy his 

faith as he decides that avoiding suffering is more important than remaining faithful. 
 

Finally, when he could bear it no longer, Paul sent Timothy to find out what was going on; and 
Timothy returned with a good report. Those Thessalonian Christians had remained in the faith despite the 

suffering—so much so that they were now examples for other Christians in the area. With great joy and 
thankfulness, Paul wrote to them. He wrote of his desire that the Lord make their hearts not just good or 

good enough, but “blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ with all His saints.” No matter the troubles that still faced them, the confidence that they were 
blameless before God would be their strength. 

 
That is your strength, too; and we pastors pray the same thing for you, sometimes with anguish, 

as Paul did for that congregation—that your hearts would be blameless before God.  

 
This is far different than praying that you would be good enough, because “good enough” has no 

comfort. It leaves it up to you and what you do, and always insinuates that there is still something 
lacking. Blamelessness, however, is not yours to achieve: blamelessness is God‟s to give. That is what the 

Gospel is about, fitting news as we draw near to Christmas: Jesus Christ, the blameless Son of God, was 
born of the Virgin Mary. His birth was for the purpose of accomplishing His Father‟s will for your 

salvation, and His Father‟s will was this: His blameless Son took the blame for your sins. God blamed 

Jesus for your sins on the cross, condemning Him instead of you. The judgment was carried out: Christ 
was crucified for your sins. That finished, He rose from the dead, and this is His Good News for you: He‟s 

taken your sin and blame away. If you are less your blame, then you are blameless; and in this case, less 
is certainly more. Once, you were impure; now, you are pure. Once you were unrighteous; now you are 

holy. Once you were a slave to sin; now, you are a child of God. Once you were apart from God; now, 

you are a member of His household.  Once you were a slave in darkness; now, you are a child who walks 
in the light of Christ. All of this is true because your heart is blameless: not because you haven‟t sinned, 

but because Christ took the blame for all of your sins already so that God might establish you blameless. 
That is what forgiveness delivers to you. 

 

This is the saving faith that God has bestowed upon you. Christ is your certainty of salvation, and 
this is a precious treasure to be guarded. This is why Paul in our text warns of a couple of big 

temptations that the devil will use to rob you of your blamelessness before God.  
 

First off, Paul earnestly desires to supply what is lacking in faith, because the devil‟s frontal 
assault is always against faith. He hates the fact that you trust in Christ and His grace, and he wants 

nothing more than to destroy that faith so that you might be lost again. In the case of the Thessalonians, 

his gambit was persecution—trying to make being a Christian so miserable that the Thessalonians would 
say, “We fear suffering more than we trust in God; and therefore we will reject Him.” The devil failed, 

and failed miserably. He‟s a conquered enemy who lost at the cross; he‟s now the Lord‟s fool who can 
only do as much as God permits. And where he means it for evil, God uses it for good.  

 

Whatever your situation, the devil will use it to deceive you from the faith. Where you have 
everything you need, he will tempt you to believe that this means you‟re good enough in God‟s eyes and 

don‟t need to feed your faith with His Word and Supper.  
 



Where you find yourself in want, the devil will tempt you to believe that God must blame you for 

something, that you‟ve fallen out of favor and you‟re not good enough to rate His better care packages 
anymore.  

 
Where you encounter success and strength, he‟ll tempt you to believe your worldly success 

merits God‟s favor, so you‟ve little need for grace.  

 
Where you encounter defeat, struggle and weakness, he‟ll tempt you again to believe that you‟re 

in God‟s doghouse, that the Lord still counts your sins against you.  
 

Where you enjoy peace, the devil will use that to lull you into thinking that sin and death are no 
great threats, so that he might ambush you later on.  

 

Where you suffer hardship and persecution, he will mercilessly stab with shame and guilt; for 
when you bear a burden like that, it is difficult to believe that you are, in fact, blameless before God. And 

as you struggle with doubt, the devil will be happy to whisper that, frankly, your attempts to be strong in 
faith simply aren‟t good enough. 

 

Dear friends, take heart: the devil is truly a conquered enemy who cannot snatch you from the 
Father‟s hand. He is no match for Christ, who conquered death and devil by His cross and resurrection.  

However, be warned: while the devil cannot snatch you away, you will be tempted to believe his lies and 
depart on your own. That is why you daily confess your sins, most especially those doubts of God and His 

mercy. It is why you read and meditate upon God‟s faith-giving Word, filling your mind with His promises 
instead of hellish whispers. It is why you gather here to encourage each other by your presence and your 

praises of God. It is why you hear the Absolution and hasten to the Supper, because it is there that Jesus 

repeatedly tells you, “I forgive you for all of your sins. You‟re blameless before Me. And because you are 
blameless, you can be sure that I love you. I favor you. And I will deliver you.” 

 
Attacking your faith is the devil‟s frontal assault. If it fails, he goes for his flanking maneuver. He 

attacks love, which is why Paul prays in our text, “May the Lord make you increase and abound in love 

for one another and for all.” Faith is active in love, because love is the keeping of God‟s Law. When God 
gives you forgiveness and faith for Jesus‟ sake, He also sets you free from sin to serve others—to love 

others. If we stop loving, we are no longer doing good works; and if we are not doing good works, we 
are suffocating our faith as our sins of omission destroy it.  

 

So the devil‟s flank attack is to attack your love for others—because if he can get you to stop 
loving others, then you are no longer blameless. For instance, imagine that another Christian sins against 

you. He hurts you with some argument or fight, and isn‟t particularly sorry about it. Such sins damage 
families and congregations, because those who are hurt want to avoid those who hurt them. That 

disrupts love; but the devil‟s real target is your faith. See, as long as you know that you‟re unreconciled 
with others, it will trouble your conscience. And as long as your conscience is troubled, you will no longer 

believe yourself blameless before God. And if you are no longer blameless—if you still carry your sin, you 

will no longer be sure of God‟s love for you. That‟s when your faith will falter. 
 

Another example would be this, because the devil is a bully. Once you‟re down, he wants to keep 
kicking. So when you are hurt, or when you have failed or when you have lost, you will be saddened—

that is only natural. But the devil will tempt you into a self-pity which says, “Because I am hurt, I will no 

longer help others.” Or, “Because I am hurt to the point of „paralyzed,‟ I can no longer help others.” This 
is a muddy area, to be sure: for when you are hurt, it is an opportunity for others to help you; they are 

God‟s instruments for your well-being, and that can be difficult enough to accept. It is also true that, hurt 
in one way or another, you may well be less able to help others. The danger comes when you give into 

the temptation that says, “I will no longer love and serve others, and I do not desire to.” Once you cease 
the privilege of loving others, you have put your faith in danger: for once you cease loving others, you 



will no longer believe yourself to be blameless before the Lord. As time goes by and the lack of love 

builds up, you‟ll see less and less why God would forgive you again. 
 

That is why, once again, you live a life of repentant faith.  Where you are unable to love others—
because of them or because of you, don‟t buy the lie that God will only love you when you finally love 

them. God already loves you, so much that He sent His Son to die for you to take away all of your sins—

all of them, including your lack of love. Therefore, confess that sin for the lack of love that it is; and 
rejoice that Jesus has taken the blame and suffered the judgment for that sin, too. He declares you 

forgiven, holy, blameless. Thus you‟re set free to do the hard love of reconciliation and service; and 
where that it not possible, to forgive others anyway and to trust that God‟s grace is sufficient for you, 

that His power is made perfect in weakness. 
 

This is the First Sunday of Advent, and the message of Advent is the coming of Jesus. As you 

make your way through this busy season, be sure to keep your eyes on the manger in Bethlehem, for 
there the blameless Son of God was laid on His way to the cross for you. But His coming at Christmas is 

not the only one. He will return in glory, declares our epistle; and on that day, you don‟t want to put your 
trust in your being good enough—rather, you want to be confident that you are blameless before Him. 

 

You are, because He declares you blameless. He tells you that He was good enough to please His 
Father, because He was without sin—and only sinless would do. He tells you that He took your sin upon 

Himself and took the blame for it, suffering on the cross for your sins. Now He declares that you are 
blameless before God for His sake. 

 
That is why He came. And that is why He is coming again. 

 

He is coming again, and this is your sure confidence: before God, for Jesus‟ sake, you are 
blameless—because you are forgiven for all of your sins. 

 
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen 

 

 


